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October Farm Riverfront  
Ecology   
With 80 acres of ample water, topographic, 
and vegetative diversity, this land is 
outstanding wildlife habitat. Four rare 
species  have been found in and near the 
area, as well as three vernal pools. Wood 
frogs, spring peepers, and blue -spotted 
salamanders breed in the ponds and vernal 
pools; the blue -spotted salamander is a 
state -listed species of special concern.  A 
wide variety of waterfowl, shore birds, birds 
of prey, and songbirds abound here during 
the summer and the spring and fall 
migrations.  

Important in its own right as wildlife 
habitat, the property is even more 
important as part of a much larger whole.  
Along the opposite bank of the Concord 
River, extending for several miles upstream 
and downstream, is the Great Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge.  The October Farm 
Riverfront is also a critical ecological link 
with the more than 1,600 -acre Estabrook 
Woods to the west.  As a keystone in the 
network of open space, the landscape 
provides rich and intact larger habitats in 
the area and allows wildlife movement 
between them for breeding, migratory, and 
overwintering habitats for a variety of 
wildlife species.  

Location and Access  
Access with parking for five vehicles is at 
the end of Ballõs Hill Road off Monument 
Street. Please park only in the designated 
area and not on Ballõs Hill Road.   

Please respect our neighbors and stay on 
public land and off trails marked 
òprivateó. 

Dog Owners :  Keep dogs under your direct 
control at all times, away from private yards 
and buildings.  It is the duty of each person 
who owns, possesses, or controls a dog to 
remove and dispose of any feces left by his 
or her dog.  tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ нлму 

William Brewsterõs Cabin at October Farm  

Excerpt from William Brewsterõs Journal               May 24, 1886 

 

The river was smooth as glass, the air perfectly still and the songs of 

birds could be heard for unusually great distances. It was a real sing-

ing day, too, and the birds kept it up almost without cessation from 

morning until night.  

Along the strip of dry meadow bordering the river, Bobolinks were     

holding high carnival and chasing the females in the intervals of their 

songs. They were quite as numerous as of yore and I saw not less than 

a dozen. The Red-winged Blackbirds have sobered wonderfully with-

in the past week. Their mates are now sitting and I startled many 

from their nests in the sweet-flag, or blue-joint as I paddled along. 

A new comer on the river was the Black-billed Cuckoo, of which I 

heard several. The King-birds have also increased materially since my 

last trip, at least fifty being seen today. Opposite Ball's Hill, a fine 

drake Wood Duck rose from the button bushes in shore and circled 

around the boat just out of range; his brilliant coloring showing 

plainly. He crossed the point over the woods and disappeared down 

river. 

Landing at the hill, I spent several hours along its base and sides, as 

well as on the top. Birds were numerous with a fair sprinkling of 

migrants, chiefly Black-polls and Water Thrushes. 

Concord River in Winter  

 




